
Ingenious Women of Color

Collected by the
 First Congregational Church of Hopkinton UCC

March 2022



Harriet E Wilson

Born in Milford NH she was orphaned 
at a young age and left in indentured 
servitude for a well-to-do Milford 
farmer. In exchange for her labor she 
received “room, board and life skills 
training”. After her indenture, she 
worked as a house servent and 
seamstress and even a medium.
In 1859 she became the first known 
published Black author in English and 
her novel is the earliest published by 
an African Amerian. “Our Nig” was 
written as an attempt to get her son 
back from the NH poor farm.  



Born in Dover NH, this soprano 
sang locally in churches and 
made her debut at Carnegie Hall 
in 1874 however, because of her 
race she did not have the 
opportunities in the US or abroad 
as other singers of her time did. 
Instead, she got prominent 
positions in leading churches in 
Boston and surrounding areas. 
She later formed the Nellie 
Brown Mitchell Singers that 
toured throughout the US. She 
also established integrated music 
schools in NH & MA.

Nellie Brown Mitchell



Sarah Boone

As a dressmaker in 1892, she 
patented a design improvement to 
McCoy’s ironing board to be used 
to iron the sleeves and bodies of 
ladies’ garments. She was the first 
African American woman awarded 
a patent. 

The daughter of enslaved parents 
from North Carolina she used the 
underground railroad prior to the 
Civil War to migrate with her free 
husband to CT. There, she was 
successful enough as a dressmaker 
to own her own home.



Alice H Parker

In 1919, she invented a central 
heating furnace design that 
made use of natural gas for 
the first time to keep homes 
warm and toasty.

Many modern homes still 
employ a similar forced air 
heating system for which her 
idea was the precursor. 



Marie Van Brittan Brown

Created an early version of the modern 
home security system.
This full time nurse felt unsafe at home 
due in the high-crime neighbrhood she 
lived in in NYC. It included:
• a motorized camera to record her 

home entryway and project images 
onto a TV monitor

• a two way microphone to 
communicate with visitors without 
opening the door. 

• a panic button to notify police if 
there were an emergency. 

She filed a patent in 1966 and received 
approval in 1969.



Sylvia del Villard

For over 30 years she gave 
global lectures and 
performances on African 
influence in Puerto Rico. She 
was an activist, actress, artist, 
ballerina, choriographer, 
folklorist, lecturer, painter, 
teacher, singer and writer and 
much more. She spoke out 
about discrimination against 
Afro-Puerto Ricans.



Dr Patricia E Bath

In 1986, she invented a laser cataract 
treatment device called a Laserphaco 
Probe. She received the medical patent in 
1988. The invention helped Dr Bath restore 
vision in patients who had been blind for 3 
decades. 

She was also the first African American to 
complete residency in Opthalmology in 
1973.

She is the co-founder of the American 
Institute for the Prevention of Blindness

Laserphaco Probes are still used today to 
treat cataracts all over the world.



A veteran of three NASA Space Shuttle flight missions and the first 
Hispanic-American woman in space, is a co-inventor on three patents for 
an optical inspection system, an optical object recognition method, and a 
method for noise removal in images. Her inventions significantly increased 
the ability to capture and analyze finely-detailed imagery, including 
applications in space and on the Earth.

Dr Ellen Ochoa


