
 First Church 
 C O N N E C T I  O N 

 

First Congregational Church, UCC                            November 2022 

 Hopkinton, NH                                    Vol. 63 • Issue 10 

  

  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  

 

 

 
  

Small Talk 
 

November signals a real change of season. Most trees have dropped their 

leaves, blanketing the world in color.  We will drop an hour to Eastern 

Standard Time (Nov. 6th!)  

 

November brings us to Thanksgiving. While there is one day designated as a 

national holiday for that, thankfulness should be part of every day. Even in the 

most challenging times, God is with us, and that is cause for gratitude. When 

we offer our time, talent, and treasure we both demonstrate thanks and 

extend God’s blessing to one another. The opportunity to share is itself a gift. 

 

November also brings the Church to Advent!  This is the season leading to 

Christmas that the secular world can, and often does, overlook.  

 

Personally, I like Santa and Rudolph; I like watching George Bailey (or 

Ebenezer Scrooge or the Grinch) discover the miracle of a wonderful life; I 

like the smell of a fresh pine tree and the twinkling of tiny lights; I like Mariah 

Carey singing, “All I want for Christmas”.  None of those would have been 

possible without the ancient story of the birth of the Messiah and it’s Advent 

that takes us there. 

 

These four weeks begin a real adventure. It’s a new liturgical year and with 

the Gospel of Matthew as our guide, we too will journey to Bethlehem to be 

counted as children of Abraham, children of Adam, children of God. It’s a 

journey that some of us have made many times. For some among us, it’s new. 

For all of us, it’s a wonderful season leading to a wondrous holy-day.  

 

As Christians, followers of Jesus, we get to  steep ourselves fully in the 

blessings of Advent and to dwell in hope, peace, joy, and love.  Advent 

encourages us to make those gifts our own, to carry them with us, individually 

and together, throughout the rest of the liturgical year and indeed, 

throughout our lives and into the world.  

 

I pray that those gifts overflow in our midst throughout this sacred season of 

anticipation and into every moment of the truly holy journey the God has set 

before us.  

 

Faithfully, 

Jill 
The Reverend Dr. Jill H. Small 

 

 

  
  

         

     

Growing Deeper in FAITH 

Looking up in HOPE 

Reaching out in LOVE 



 Search Committee  

 Update, November 2022   

 

 

 

 

Under the inspired leadership of Committee Chair Charlie Head, the Settled 

Pastor Search Committee continues to make good progress on creating the Church 
Profile that will introduce First Church to candidates for the position of settled 

pastor.  We have divided into another group of teams to get through the needed 
tasks more efficiently.   

The Writing Team of Brenda Quinn, Jenny Foster and Louise Dartnell has 
completed a second draft of the text, working through, organizing and editing the 

notes that earlier groups of teams made in response to the many questions in the 
Profile.  Our next task is further editing of the forty-plus draft text following a 

Goldilocks review strategy: this part is too thin, this too dense and this just right.  
Once our Search Committee has completed review and revisions of the draft text, 

Interim Pastor Jill Small and Conference Minister Gordon Rankin will do some 
additional editorial work to ensure editorial consistency.   

The Photo Team (Paula Demers, Mike Metcalf and Heather Bigelow Hearne – 
note the new name and wish much happiness to Heather and Rob on their recent 

wedding) are collecting photos to the topics in the Profile while demonstrating the 
beauty of our church, the many and varied activities the congregation engages in 

and some of the fine features of the Hopkinton area.   
The Compensation Committee (Charlie Head, Jim Lewis and me) are 

comparing the compensation packages for both Gordon and Jill with the 

Conference’s recommendation. Base salary obviously depends on the level of 
education and the number of years of experience, but there are other elements to 

consider as well, including a housing allowance and health insurance costs.  Given 
the current spike in the real estate market and riding interest rates, an increase in 

the housing allowance over what was adequate for either Gordon or Jill may be 
needed.  The Compensation Committee has made an initial presentation to the 

Board of Trustees about anticipated needs and costs.  The Compensation 
Committee anticipates seeking approval of a range of compensation package 

elements from the Trustees in November.  Communication between the Trustees 
and the Stewardship Committee is intended to ensure that the stewardship 

campaign will include appropriate costs for a new settled pastor in the budgeting 
for the 2023-2024 fiscal year.   

Eric Schlepphorst, in addition to doing the doodle poll work to set up the best 
night for the Search Committee’s near-weekly meetings, has taken on the task of 

soliciting letters of recommendation from non-church members in the community 
to be included in the Profile. 

Ruth Sanchez continues to bless us with prayers and readings for the opening 

and closing of each meeting. 
Please feel free to reach out to any of the members of the committee with any 

questions or concerns you have about the search process.  Remember, though, that 
once we start reviewing candidates, we are bound by a strict code of confidentiality 

and will not be able to share any of the details about number of candidates or 
where they may currently be based. 

 
Shalom,  

 
Dijit Taylor  

 
For the Settled Pastor Search Committee of Louise Dartnell, Paula Demers, Jenny 

Foster, Charlie Head, Jim Lewis, Nan McNicholas, Mike Metcalf, Heather Bigelow 
Hearne, Brenda Quinn, Ruth Sanchez, Eric Schlepphorst and Dijit Taylor 

 



 Announcements 
 

 

Contribution 
Contacts  
 

If you would like to help or 

contribute to any of the 

following regular activities, here 

are the people you need to 

contact:  

 

Family Promise 

Dawn Berry 

746-5033  

dcbnh@comcast.net 

 

Friendly Kitchen  

Charles and Maxine Petruccelli 

MaxinePet@gmail.com    

203-313-3893 

 

Head Usher 

Sue Mitchell 

746-3685 

spmitchell43@gmail.com 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 

Coordinator 

Carol Howard 

caroldawson640@comcast.net 

(preferred) 

603-496-5365 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza Night 

 
at Riverside Pizza (formerly Dimitris) 

 

Friday, November 11th at 5:30 

Meet at Riverside Pizza, 14 Park Ave. Contoocook 

Come and enjoy a casual Friday night dinner with your 

church family!  Everyone is welcome! Invite a friend or a 

neighbor to come along!  Order your food ahead by 

calling (603)746-4300 if you want to eat at 5:30. 

 

Hosted by the Diaconate 

 questions call Jenny (603) 568-9494 

See you at Riverside Pizza on Friday, November 11!! 

 

mailto:dcbnh@comcast.net
mailto:MaxinePet@gmail.com
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 2023 Variety Show 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2023 Variety Show Information Night 
 

WHERE:  First Church Parish House 

WHEN:  Friday, November 4 at 7:00pm 

WHAT: A chance to hear about the plot and some of the music 

from the show and sign up for any amount, large or small,  

of participation you feel comfortable with, both  

*Behind the scenes 

*Onstage 

 
 

Performances will be March 24, 25 & 26, 2023 

Rehearsals will begin in January and will be only on weekends. Then daily during 

production week. 

 

This is a great opportunity for fun and fellowship for all ages and all proceeds will be 

donated to many organizations locally, nationally and globally.   

 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 4th and please reach out to me with any questions. 

 

Thanks, 
 

Paula Demers  
Director  

pephep@hotmail.com  
 

  



 Friendly Kitchen Update

In August, Maxine and Charles Petruccelli, Elaine Lessels, Paul Martell, Louise Dartnell, and Carol Sweny 

served 68 guests. The menu included ziti Bolognese and summer vegetables. 

 

In September, Marie and Paul Martell, Cynthia Marpel, and Nancy Emery and served 70 meals of sloppy joes, 

French fries and peas. 

 

We are always looking for new and additional volunteers. It is a very rewarding experience and the 

comradery among the volunteers makes it lots of fun. We need volunteers for November 23. Please contact 

Maxine Petruccelli (203) 313-3893 / maxinepet@gmail.com. 

  



 Deacon’s Bench  
 

Who are your Deacons and what do they do? 
 

 

Derk Mitchell is a former deacon returning to the role.  Derk and his wife, 

Heather, are the parents of two adult children, Alden and Lily.  His interests include 

disk golf, collecting,  garage sales, bicycling, swimming, Pokémon and loafing.  He is 

happy to return to the Diaconate because of its greater engagement in activities, 

enhanced feeling of connectedness and opportunities for spiritual thinking.  

 

 

Nick Kerr - Our family has lived in Weare for 17 years.  My wife, Kim, 

and I have three children.  Kaitlyn is 26 and lives in Concord, Mason is 17 

and is attending Concord Christian High School and Ryan is 15 and 

attends John Stark High School.  We also have two crazy pups…Oliver 

and Kona.  I have enjoyed several various positions with the Postal 

Service and Kim works in Cardiology at the Catholic Medical Center. We 

have each worked at these locations for 28 years.  In our free time we 

like to get outside and enjoy nature.  I am hard pressed to pass up a 

chance to go fly fishing with Mason, Escape Rooms with Ryan or just 

catching up with Kaitlyn.  Our world is busy but we would like to continue to travel, experience the world 

around us and spend as much time together as we can!  

 

 

Nancy Emery - A longtime member of First Church, I am grateful for the 

opportunity to serve our community in this period of transition. Being a 

deacon enables me to focus on the strength of our foundation as we grow 

into our future together.  

 

 

 

Paula Mitchell Demers - This is Paula's sixth and final year of her term on the 

Diaconate.  She has enjoyed serving the church in this way and is very excited to 

experience being a deacon in person for a change!  It's been a challenging past 

two years and she is looking forward to a little return to normalcy.  First Church 

is very special to Paula since she grew up, got married to her husband Chris of 

30 years here as well as raising their 24-year-old daughter, Katharine in our 

wonderful church community.  Paula's mother, Susan Mitchell is also a very active 

member.  During this church year Paula will be serving our church on the Settled 

Pastor Search Committee which she feels very privileged and honored to be a 

part of.  She is also looking forward to directing our bi annual Variety Show this upcoming winter.  

 



Hi, I’m Mason Kerr and I am grateful to have the opportunity to become a 

Deacon for our church. I would like to tell you all a little about myself. First and 

foremost I am a senior in high school and am currently attending Concord 

Christian Academy. After high school I would like to get into trade school and 

start my career in the electrical industry. Some of the things I like to do are play 

basketball, hunt, fish, and be outdoors. I also like to take the time to learn from 

other people's stories, especially from folks who are older than me and have 

seen a lot more than I have at 18.  

 

 

 

My name is Marie Martell, my husband Paul and I have lived in Hopkinton for 

a number of years. We have three adult children between us and two grown 

grandsons. It has been an honor to be a member of First Church for about six 

years and a privilege to be a Deacon. My passions and joys include our family 

and friends, as well as gardening, photography, walking and hiking in nature, 

bird watching, watercolor painting and cooking. I am also blessed and 

privileged to be a facilitator for bereavement support groups through the 

Granite State VNA.  

 

 

 

Charlie Head Charlie Head lives with his wife Lindy three doors 

down from the church on Briar Hill Road. He has been a member of 

First Church since 1998. Charlie previously served as a Deacon from 

2013 to 2019 and rejoined the Diaconate in 2021. Together, Charlie 

and Lindy have four grown children and a grandson. Charlie is a co-

founder of the consulting engineering firm Sanborn Head & Associates 

and served as the firm’s CEO until last year when he gladly passed the 

title to a capable younger firm leader. He is a Licensed Professional 

Geologist and Registered Professional Civil Engineer, and now 

dedicates much of his work time to serving clients. However, he much 

prefers spending time with Lindy and their family, playing music with 

Lindy and friends, cooking, traveling, long distance walking and doing other fun stuff outdoors.  

 

 

 

Nan McNicholas has been a member of First Church for over 25 years.  

During that time she has been in the choir and has served as a deacon for many 

terms.  She is currently on the search committee and is excited to be a part of 

that group.  Nan is a grandmother, and is fortunate to have her grandchildren 

living in town.  She is an avid reader and particularly enjoys historical fiction, 

biography and world events.    

 

 

 

 

 



Carol Howard has been a member of First Church for about 28 years. I have 

served on both the Diaconate and Christian Education Board in the past and this 

is my second year of being a deacon this term. One of my deacon duties is 

coordinating the altar flower donations. I participate in the Thursday morning 

book group and have participated in Biloxi Mission trips and Variety Shows in the 

past. I am a retired clinical social worker. Jim Howard is my husband and between 

us we have three adult children and three grandchildren. My daughter Patty grew 

up in this church. I enjoy walking, reading, crocheting, traveling and spending time 

with my family and friends.  

 

 

Hi, my name is Grace Hodgdon. I will be a sophomore at Hopkinton High School 

this year! I enjoy many activities in 4-H particularly showing my dairy calves.  I also 

love baking and just started a job at Market Basket in Warner.  I have been 

attending First Congregational Church of Hopkinton since 2009 and became a 

member this past June. I am very excited to be part of the diaconate.  

 

 

 

Biographically, being Chuck Gangel means identifying as a Yankee, I suppose – 

but not a NY Yankee, for you Red Sox fans. I grew up in Vermont, got 

established (with my wonderful wife Aimee) in Massachusetts, and then 

emigrated to New Hampshire right on twenty-six years ago. In aiming at the 

Concord area on the map, we were lucky enough to discover Hopkinton and 

happy to be in this corner of the universe, where we finished raising our two 

children, Nick and Vanessa. My pursuits include a healthy dose of gardening (for 

weeds, insects, and peace), cycling, reading, music, yoga, cooking and bible study. 

That last mention calls for a shout-out to Jim Howard and Kathi Dustin, intrepid 

leaders of a well-established Bible Study group which we’ve been fortunate enough to be a part of for some 

time now. That thought weaves into feeling so very fortunate to call First Church our social, community, and 

spiritual home. Being a deacon has more deeply connected me in many ways to our shared purpose as a 

“Congregation”, and, in reflection, going through this transition journey we are on will hopefully allow us to 

define what we are all about, collectively. I must mention that for Aimee and I, our first and deepest 

connection is within our Chancel choir, but there are so many opportunities for making connection within 

our church. It’s about planting seeds and growing – back to that gardening theme. 

 

 

Jenny Mullins loves being a part of the First Church community!  Jenny 

has lived in Hopkinton for over 20 years and all of that time has been a 

member of First Church.  She works with her husband part time, but her 

favorite job is being a parent to her two, now adult, daughters Megan and 

Sally.  In her free time Jenny loves to walk and hike outdoors in any 

weather – as we say in our family, “There is no bad weather, just bad 

clothing choices (thanks to Mr. Woolner of Hopkinton High!).  I am so 

blessed to be a deacon with such a wonderful group of individuals!   



  



 From the Archives 
 

PARSONAGES AND “PARSONAGES’  (4) 
 

THE REVEREND JOHN SPRINGER CURTIS 
 

The Hopkinton First Congregational Society and Church had agreed with the Reverend John Springer 

Curtis — then pastor of the Center Lebanon, Maine Congregational Church — to become their 

Acting Pastor, to begin on May 17, 1896. 

 

The Curtises had probably moved to Hopkinton shortly before that date, for on May 15, Fannie 

Amoret (Lord) Curtis gave birth to their first child, Faith Helen, in Hopkinton. Mr. Curtis was later 

to write, without any details, that “during the first year of our stay among you…sickness hung over 

the parsonage like a dark cloud.” The parsonage in his remark was indeed a parsonage, located on 

South Road with an address (today) of Number 70. 

 

This large, handsome, Federal-style house, its 

main entry flanked by sidelights, topped by a 

fanlight and surrounded by an imposing frame, 

as well as the land on which it lives has a long 

and interesting history. It begins with Isaac 

Chandler, a Masonian grantee of the 1750s. 

He gave his two sons, Major Isaac and Joseph, 

“all the land [he owned] on the south side of 

the road,” (that is, today,  the Main Street and 

Old Putney Hill Road, one continuous traveled 

way). The gift contained in all two eighty-acre 

lots and perhaps more, the long side lines of 

these lots running perpendicular to the main 

road. South Road (“the south road” or “road 

to Dunbarton”) appears to have been cut 

through one of these lots. (The outlines of some of these original lots are often discernable on the 

present-day tax map.) 

 

During the next five generations, a numerous Chandler progeny bloomed, including Moses (1774-

1841), Isaac’s grandson, who may have built the 1795 house on the ridge above South Road. After 

Moses’ death in 1841, his real estate, including a twenty-five-acre parcel with the house was sold to 

Moses’ nephew, Isaac Chandler (1778-1861) of Boston, to pay “the debts and demands due from the 

estate”. On the 1858 Walling Map of Hopkinton we find “I. & I.H. Chandler,” Isaac and his son, Isaac 

Henry, resident in the house with family. 

from  “Souvenir of the First Congregational 

Church, Hopkinton, New Hampshire,” 1903. 
The children are likely the playmates of Edith and Ruth, daughters of 

Annie and Louis Ellms who succeeded the Curtises. 



Over the years numerous parcels were sold out of the original proprietary lot, eventually leaving the 

house standing on an eight-acre piece. Isaac Henry Chandler (1820-1896), a conductor on the 

Concord, Manchester and Lawrence Railroad, sold three parcels, including the “parsonage-to-be” 

property to Susan E. Underhill of Concord for $4000 in 1868. 

 

Mrs. Underhill was the mother-in-law of Caroline Maria (Chandler) Underhill, Isaac Henry’s one 

daughter (She had four brothers). Susan died in 1884 with the South Road property part of her 

estate, leaving seven heirs. On February 13, 1891 all the Underhill heirs executed a warranty deed to 

Arthur W. Goodspeed of the eight-acre piece for $2500. On the following September 18th Professor 

Goodspeed (Physics, University of Pennsylvania with roots in Hopkinton and a summer resident 

here) executed a warranty deed of a portion of the same property, reduced now to 6 1/4 acres, to 

Lucia A.D. (Rollins) Long of Boston who on the same day gifted the same to the First Congregational 

Society and Church in Hopkinton. “This conveyance is a memorial gift from the grantor to the said 

society and church,” Mrs. Long added, specifying “that the granted premises and every part thereof 

shall always be used exclusively as and for a parsonage for said Society and Church” but [i]f the 

granted premises or any part thereof, shall cease to be used as and for a parsonage, the granted 

premises  shall thereupon revert to the grantor and her heirs.” 

 

In these last two deeds the consideration is not specified, (“for and in consideration of the sum of 

one dollar”) leading us to surmise that perhaps Mrs. Long, given her intentions, may have advanced 

the $2500 to the Professor to carry out her wishes. She was then 75 years old and in the process of 

seeing the William H. Long Memorial Building (for the New Hampshire Antiquarian Society, now 

Hopkinton Historical Society) erected in memory of and to honor her husband, William Harris Long, 

a Hopkinton native and long-time, well-known head of the Dearborn School in Boston. 

 

This house remained the Congregational parsonage for 68 years but was not always occupied by a 

pastor. On the same parcel of land, close to the road, stood the “Vestry” (or parish house, we might 

call it). It had a kitchen and an assembly room and was the site for many activities, including Sunday 

worship on frigid winter days or when membership and attendance had dwindled to but a few 

people. Painted red, the former vestry is still on this parcel of land and is a private dwelling belonging 

to 70 South Road. 

 

“South Road,” for many years, was a First Church go-to neighborhood. 

 

Steve Thomas  
Historian 
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Church Office 

Margaret Serzans, Administrative Assistant 

(603) 746-4235 • (603) 746-5826 fax 

fcch@tds.net 

www.FirstChurchHopkinton.org 
 

Hours:  

Monday-Friday  

8:00 am-12:00 pm  
 

Heather J. Mitchell, Newsletter Editor 

(603) 746-5352 

Heather_J_Mitchell@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for December newsletter: Wednesday, November 16 

November 
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