
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

August 2, 2020 10:00am 
Preparation for Worship 

 
Things are not always as they seem; the first appearance deceives many. 

 
                                             -Phaedrus 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE  David Almond 
                                  Prelude in D  Johann K.F.Fischer 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Debbie and Patrick Quinn 
 Leader: Welcome, friends, to this holy day. 

 People: We come to offer thanks.  We come to listen and to 
  pray.  
 Leader: Welcome, friends, to this time set apart. 

 People: A time to remember the holy promises of God, and   
  a time to see things in a new way. 
 Leader: Welcome, friends, to the table of remembrance and 
  grace. 

 People: The table where we are fed and strengthened in 
  spirit. 
 Leader: Welcome, friends, and let us worship God. 

  
GLORIA PATRI 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 
 

 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Revelation 4:1-2; 5:1-10 Rick Desmarais 
 

DOXOLOGY 

             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 
 

SERMON   “Things Are Not Always as They Seem” Rev. Crouch 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Idylle Benjamin Godard (1849-1895) 
 from Suite de trois morceaux 
 Becky and Steve Thomas 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
COMMISSION 

 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  
               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  

               calls us: 
 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 
BENEDICTION     
 

POSTLUDE                    David Almond 
                                Fugue in D minor                      Johann Pachelbel 
 

 

    
 

 
 
Thank you to Larry Shaltis for editing today’s worship video. 

 
Margaret Serzans, our Administrative Assistant, will be taking Mondays 

off during the month of August. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Summer Sermon Series from the Book of Revelation 
 

The Book of Revelation has been called “crisis literature.”  Early 
Christians lived in crisis under the Roman Empire as they faced prison, 

persecution, and death on account of their faith; and the Revelation of 

John was a message of guidance and encouragement.  Today we are 
living in a different kind of crisis as we face a global pandemic, economic 

turmoil, and national divisiveness.  The Revelation of John continues to 
offer a message of guidance and encouragement to us as well. 

 
July 19 – “The God Who Is” 

        Revelation 1:1-11 

 
July 26 – “A Message to the Church” 

         Revelation 2-3 (selected passages) 
 

August 2 – “Things Are Not Always as They Seem” 

         Revelation 4:1-2; 5:1-10 
         The Sacrament of Communion 

 
August 9 – Horton Center Worship Service 

 
August 16 – “On Earth As It Is In Heaven” 

         Revelation 7:9-17 

 
August 23 – “The Power of a Future Vision” 

           Revelation 21:1-5 
 

August 30 – “Is It Worth It?” 

           Revelation 22:1-5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Family Promise Host Week – August 16-23 

Dear First Church friends and family, 

 During this time of Covid-19 we all have grown accustomed to 

the new reality of social distancing. In anticipation of our upcoming 

Family Promise hosting week beginning August 16th, First Church’s 
Family Promise coordinators have adapted our normal hosting-week 

routines to meet the new circumstances.   

 Currently, the two participating homeless families are living in a 

local campground in Henniker. To observe physical distancing, Family 
Promise has asked hosting congregations to purchase gift cards 

that the families may use for food to prepare in their 
cabins' kitchens. If you would like to make a monetary donation 

for our First Church gift cards please make a check out to FCCH, 

with Family Promise on the memo line. 

 Ten First Church volunteers have already signed up to provide 
fresh garden produce, seasonal fruit, and home-baked goodies for our 

guest families to pick up on our Parish House front porch, which will both 

supplement the groceries they purchase with gift cards, and offer them a 
taste of First Church’s summer hospitality.  

 Thank you for responding with open hands and open hearts!         

   Dawn Berry and Nancy Emery 

     Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.   

    Romans 12:13   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Revelation 4:1-2; 5:1-10 (NRSV) 

 

4 After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! 

And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a 

trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 

take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the spirit, and there in 

heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! 

 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the 

throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back, 

sealed[a] with seven seals; 2 and I saw a mighty angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 

scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on 

earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to 

look into it. 4 And I began to weep bitterly because no one 

was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 Then 

one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that 

he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures 

and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been 

slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are 

the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went 

and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was 

seated on the throne. 8 When he had taken the scroll, the 

four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before 

the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 They sing a new 

song: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed 

for God 

    saints from every tribe and language and people and 

nation; 
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests 

serving our God, 

    and they will reign on earth.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30764a

