
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

August 23, 2020 10:00am 
Preparation for Worship 

 
Where there is no faith in the future, there is no power in the present. 

 
                                             -Halford Luccock 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE  David Almond 
                      Oh, How Blest Are They Whose Toils Are Ended        
 Settings by Johann Sebastian Bach and Johannes Brahms 
 

Oh, how blest are they whose toils are ended, / Who through death have unto 

God ascended! / They have arisen / From the cares which keep us still in prison. 

  

Christ has wiped away their tears forever; / They have that for which we still 

endeavor, / By them are chanted / Songs that ne'er to mortal ears were granted. 

          —Simon Dach (1605-1659); tr. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
 

                

CALL TO WORSHIP   Debbie and Seamus Quinn 
 

 Leader: How wondrous!  God promises a new heaven and a new  
  earth! 

 People: The old heaven and earth – bruised and battered,  
  stressed and tired – will pass away. 
 Leader: In its place, God will offer peace and wholeness. 

 People: God promises to dwell with God’s people 
  forevermore.   
 Leader: Let us worship the Lord who will do a new thing. 

 People: Let us praise God who establishes a  
  heavenly realm in the heart of God’s people. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”) 
 
GLORIA PATRI 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 
 

 
We Hear God’s Word 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON     Revelation 21:1-5 Rick Desmarais 
 

DOXOLOGY 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 

 

SERMON   “The Power of a Future Vision” Rev. Crouch 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING        My Lord, What a Morning!       Spiritual 

   Melissa and Emily Jones, Becky Thomas, and Jen and Megan Ellsworth 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
COMMISSION 

 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  

               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  
               calls us: 

 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 

BENEDICTION     
 

POSTLUDE                    David Almond 

                   O Christ, Be Thou Our Lasting Joy        Johann Gottfried Walther 
 

O Christ, be thou our lasting joy, / our ever-great reward! 

Our only glory may it be / to glory in the Lord. 

               – Latin hymn, c. 8th cent; tr. John Chandler  (1806-1876) 

 

 

    
 
 

 



Thank you to Larry Shaltis for editing today’s worship video. 

 
Margaret Serzans, our Administrative Assistant, is on vacation this week 

and will not be in the church office. 
 

 

 
Summer Sermon Series from the Book of Revelation 

 
The Book of Revelation has been called “crisis literature.”  Early 

Christians lived in crisis under the Roman Empire as they faced prison, 
persecution, and death on account of their faith; and the Revelation of 

John was a message of guidance and encouragement.  Today we are 

living in a different kind of crisis as we face a global pandemic, economic 
turmoil, and national divisiveness.  The Revelation of John continues to 

offer a message of guidance and encouragement to us as well. 
 

July 19 – “The God Who Is” 

        Revelation 1:1-11 
 

July 26 – “A Message to the Church” 
         Revelation 2-3 (selected passages) 

 
 

August 2 – “Things Are Not Always as They Seem” 

         Revelation 4:1-2; 5:1-10 
         The Sacrament of Communion 

 
August 16 – “On Earth As It Is In Heaven” 

         Revelation 7:9-17 

 
August 23 – “The Power of a Future Vision” 

           Revelation 21:1-5 
 

August 30 – “Is It Worth It?” 

           Revelation 22:1-5 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 More Opening to Volunteer at the Friendly Kitchen 
 

Thank you to all who have volunteered to cook and pack to-go 
dinners at the Friendly Kitchen in Concord.  There is 1 more volunteer 

opening for September: 

September 23: 5-6 people 
Time: 3:00 pm – 6:30 pm 

(Dinner Service:  5:00 pm – 5:45 pm) 
 

 
 

 

 
Thursday Morning Book Group Starts Sept. 17 

His Truth Is Marching On:  
John Lewis and the Power of Hope 

 

The Thursday Morning Book Group starts Sept. 17, and we meet from 
9:30-11:00 AM via Zoom.  We will be reading and discussing the new 

book by Jon Meacham titled His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and 
the Power of Hope.  All are welcome to join us.  Please let Rev. Crouch 

know if you would like to be part of this book study 
(1968revgordon@gmail.com).   
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Revelation 21:1-5 NRSV 

 

 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 

no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 

making all things new.” 

 

 

 

 


