
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

September 6, 2020 10:00am 
Preparation for Worship 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

 
                                             -Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE  David Almond 

                       O Bread of Life from heaven (I) Johannes Brahms 
 

O Bread of Life from heaven, / To saints and angels given; / O manna from 

above! 

The souls that hunger, feed Thou, / The hearts that seek Thee, lead Thou, / 

With Thy sweet, tender love. 

 – Philip Schaff (1819-1893) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Steve and Beth Dermody 
 Leader: Who among you is seeking the wisdom of God? 

 People: We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our hearts. 
 Leader: Who among you is seeking God’s bright and holy truth? 
 People: We long to learn the ways of wisdom and  
  righteousness.  
 Leader: Who among you is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 

 People: We long to live lives of holiness and light. 
 Leader: Come near, people of God!  Let us worship in wisdom and  
  truth.  

  
GLORIA PATRI 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 
 

 

 

 

 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Proverbs 3:1-12 Paula Demers 
 

DOXOLOGY 

             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 
 

SERMON   “The Ingredients of Wisdom” Rev. Crouch 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING Wade in the Water Spiritual 
  Arr. By Mark Hayes 
 Larry Shaltis with David Almond 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMISSION 
 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  

               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  

               calls us: 
 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 
BENEDICTION     
 
POSTLUDE                    David Almond 

                  O Bread of Life from heaven (II)              Johannes Brahms 
 

 

    
 

 
 

Thank you to Larry Shaltis for editing today’s worship video. 
 

 



 

 
 

Fall Sermon Series 
Formed as God’s People: The Ten Commandments for Today 

 

As the people of Israel journeyed through the wilderness in search of the 
Promised Land, God was forming them into a holy people, preparing 

them to live in healthy community with God and one another.  At the 
center of that spiritual formation were the Ten Commandments.  As we 

journey through our own wilderness season in these days, the Ten 
Commandments still speak to us about living in healthy community with 

God and one another. 

 
September 13 – “Our Liberator God” 

                  Deuteronomy 5:1-7 
 

September 20 – “Resisting the Urge to Put God in a Box” 

                  Deuteronomy 5:1-10 
 

September 27 – “Not In God’s Name” 
                  Deuteronomy 5:1-11 

 
 

 
Thursday Morning Book Group Starts Sept. 17 

His Truth Is Marching On:  
John Lewis and the Power of Hope 

 

The Thursday Morning Book Group starts Sept. 17, and we meet from 

9:30-11:00 AM via Zoom.  We will be reading and discussing the new 
book by Jon Meacham titled His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and 
the Power of Hope.  All are welcome to join us.  Please let Rev. Crouch 
know if you would like to be part of this book study  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:  INTRODUCING THE NEW TESTAMENT 
SEPT. 21 – OCT. 26 

  
We are continuing the Exploring the Bible Series with the last 6 week 

session “Introducing the New Testament”. The questions we all have 

about the Bible are addressed in clear accessible language and questions 
we didn’t even know to ask are introduced in lively and provocative 

ways. Those who’ve taken the first two sessions all seemed impressed 
with how much they learned about the Old Testament whether they’d 

studied the Bible for years or for whom it was new and unfamiliar. So, 
join us for a Monday night Zoom discussion from 7-8:30 beginning Sept 

21 through Oct 26. The study is led by Jim Howard, Kathi Dustin, and 

Kristin Desmarais. You’ll need a Bible and you can order the 
book Exploring the Bible: Introducing the New Testament the Dickensen 

series, STUDENT guide from Amazon.com.  
 

 

 
A Study of Islam 

 
As we begin relationship building between members of First Church and 

the Islamic Society of Greater Concord, Rev. Crouch is offering a study of 
Islam for those who would like a better understanding of this faith.   

 

We will meet online once a month on the following second Wednesday 
evenings at 7 PM: October 14, November 11, January 13, February 10, 

March 10, and April 14.   
 

Over this time, we will read and discuss the book Introduction to Islam: 
Beliefs and Practices in Historical Perspective by Carole Hillenbrand 
(2015).  We will read two chapters per month, which is approximately 

50-60 pages. 
 

Let Rev. Crouch know if you are interested in joining this year-long 

study.  If so, you are encouraged to purchase the book on your own and 
begin the reading for Oct. 14.   

 



 
 
 

Proverbs 3:1-12 (NRSV) 

 

3 My child, do not forget my teaching, 

    but let your heart keep my commandments; 
2 for length of days and years of life 

    and abundant welfare they will give you. 
3 Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; 

    bind them around your neck, 

    write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 So you will find favor and good repute 

    in the sight of God and of people. 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

    and do not rely on your own insight. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 

    and he will make straight your paths. 
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

    fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
8 It will be a healing for your flesh 

    and a refreshment for your body. 
9 Honor the LORD with your substance 

    and with the first fruits of all your produce; 
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

    and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
11 My child, do not despise the LORD’s discipline 

    or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for the LORD reproves the one he loves, 

    as a father the son in whom he delights. 
 

 


