
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

January 10, 2021 10:00am 
Preparation for Worship 

Do you promise to resist the powers of evil, 

and to show love and justice to all? 
 

-From our baptismal vows 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE  David L. Almond 

          To Jordan Came the Christ, our Lord Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord, / To do his Father’s pleasure; 

Baptized by John, the Father’s Word / Was given us to treasure; 

This heav’nly washing now shall be / A cleansing from transgression 

And, by his blood and agony, / Release from death’s oppression. 

    A new life now awaits us. 

 – Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, alt. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Jenny and Megan Mullins 

 
 Leader: We are called into Christ’s church to accept the cost and 

joy of discipleship, 
 People: to be servants in the service of others, 
 Leader: and to resist the powers of evil. 

 People: In worship, we are empowered to live a life worthy 
of our calling, 

 Leader: we are rooted in the love of Christ, 
 People:  and we are given courage in the struggle for justice 
  and peace. 
 Leader: Let us worship God.   

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”) 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 3:2-14     Kathy Ashton 

 

DOXOLOGY 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 

 
SERMON           “Resist Evil and Show Love” Rev. Crouch 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING            Cry No More Rhiannon Giddens 

 Natanya Vanderlaan and Anne Shikany, vocalists  

The Choir of College Street Congregational Church 

Burlington, Vermont 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING First Snowfall Aimee Gangel 
 (an original composition) 
 

COMMISSION 
 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  

               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  
               calls us: 

 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 

BENEDICTION     

 
POSTLUDE                                          David L. Almond 

    To Jordan Came the Christ, our Lord     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

To his disciples spoke the Lord, / “Go out to ev’ry nation, 

And bring to them the living Word. / And this is my invitation: 

Let everyone abandon sin / And come in true contrition 

To be baptized, and thereby win / Full pardon and remission, 

    And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

 



    
 
 

 

We are thankful to College Street Congregational Church, Burlington, VT, 
which is freely sharing its collection of music videos to all UCC churches 

for use in online worship services. 
 

 

 
Upcoming Worship Services 

 
January 17 – “Changing the Narrative Around Race” 

  Matthew 7:24-27 

  Martin Luther King, Jr., Sunday 
  10 AM Zoom Worship Service 

 
January 24 – “Imagining Our Future” 

  Mark 1:14-20 
 

January 31 – Guest Minister 

 
February 7 – “Our Spiritual GPS” 

  Proverbs 3:1-6 
 

February 14 – “Meeting Our Everyday Problems with Love” 

  Psalm 25:1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Church Racial Justice Initiative 

In 2018, the NH Conference of the United Church of Christ passed a 
resolution calling on UCC churches in New Hampshire to awaken to the 

need for racial justice.  The resolution encourages churches to make 

intentional efforts to become informed about and engage in ongoing 
study of systemic racism, white privilege, implicit bias, and the history of 
African Americans in our nation and in New Hampshire. 

At the direction of the Board of Deacons, a Racial Justice Planning 

Committee has developed a plan to lead our congregation in this 
important study over the next 5 months.  Here is an outline of some of 
the initial offerings: 

Introduction and Discussion of Overall Initiative 

Sunday, Jan. 17 – On this MLK Sunday, Rev. Crouch will speak 
to this initiative in his sermon, and there will be a brief 

presentation and discussion during the Zoom fellowship hour 
 

“Race: The Power of Illusion” 

Wednesday evenings, Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3, 7-8 PM – This is a 3-
part PBS presentation from 2003 about race in society, science, 

and history 
 

“Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man” 
Sundays in February at 11 AM – During Black History Month, 

we’ll view these 15-minute videos with Emmanuel Acho, and 

we’ll discuss topics such as Black Lives Matter, white privilege, 
police accountability, and the role of religion in racism. 

 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Film Discussions, 7-8 PM 

Feb. 24 – Freedom Riders 
Mar. 3 – 13th 
Mar. 17 – Suppressed 2020: The Fight to Vote 
Mar. 24 – The Color of Fear 

 

Discussion of the book Caste by Isabel Wilkerson 

Sunday, Mar. 21, 11 AM - Arguably the most important book on 
race in America for our time, all members of First Church are 

strongly encouraged to read this book 

 

 



 
Luke 3:2-14 (NRSV) 

During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 

of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He 

went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 

him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 

up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root 

of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we 

do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats 

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 

do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount  

 

 

prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 

your wages.” 

 


