
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

January 31, 2021 10:00am 
Preparation for Worship 

 
The movement of the Spirit of God in the hearts of men and women 
often calls them to act against the spirit of their times or causes them to 

anticipate a spirit which is yet in the making. In a moment of dedication 
they are given wisdom and courage to dare a deed that challenges and 

to kindle a hope that inspires.  
 

- Howard Thurman, "Footprints of a Dream : The Story of the Church for 
the Fellowship of All Peoples" by Howard Thurman, (p. 7), 1959. 

 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE                                                                   David L. Almond 

                     I Call On Thee, Lord Jesus Christ J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

I call on thee, Lord Jesus Christ, / I have none other help but thee. 

My heart is never set at rest / till thy sweet word have comforted me. 

And steadfast faith grant me therefore, / to hold by thy word evermore, 

above all thing, never resisting / but to increase in faith more and more. 

    – Miles Coverdale (1487-1568) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Kathy and David Ashton 

 
 Leader: Come and worship God with justice and truth. 

 People: We will speak the truth to one another. 
 Leader: Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

  everflowing stream. 

 People: May God teach us to do good, seek justice, and 
stand against racism. 

 Leader: Let us hear God’s call and promise: 
 People:  Maintain justice, show kindness, and walk humbly 
  with God, for God will give us strength, wisdom, 
  and courage. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”) 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 

 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 8:26-38     Jenny Mullins 
 

HYMN Every Time I Feel the Spirit Traditional Spiritual 

Larry Shaltis, tenor 
David L. Almond, piano 

 
SERMON       Rev. Dr. Dawn Berry 

“Led by the Spirit to Challenge Racism and Kindle Hope” 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING           Swing Low, Sweet Chariot Spiritual 
  Arr. Stephen Bulla 

             Barb Shaltis, clarinet 

             Photos by Larry Shaltis 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
DOXOLOGY 

             Becky Thomas, Melissa Jones, and Jen and Jeff Ellsworth 

 
COMMISSION 

 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  
               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  

               calls us: 
 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 
BENEDICTION     

 

POSTLUDE                                          David L. Almond 
            Chaconne                 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

 



    
 
 

 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
Traditional Spiritual 
public domain 
Found in the New National Baptist Hymnal ( 21st Century Edition) #245 
 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
Spiritual, arranged by Stephen Bulla 

ASCAP work ID: 880231679 

 
 

Rev. Crouch is finishing a study week today, and he will be back 
on Tuesday.  Thank you to Rev. Dawn Berry for being our Guest 

Minister today. 
 

 

Upcoming Worship Services 
 

February 7 – “Our Spiritual GPS” 
  Proverbs 3:1-6 

  Sacrament of Communion 

  Zoom Worship Service 
 

February 14 – “Meeting Our Everyday Problems with Love” 
  Psalm 25:1-10 

 

 

First Church Racial Justice Initiative 

In 2018, the NH Conference of the United Church of Christ passed a 

resolution calling on UCC churches in New Hampshire to awaken to the 
need for racial justice.  The resolution encourages churches to make 

intentional efforts to become informed about and engage in ongoing 
study of systemic racism, white privilege, implicit bias, and the history of 
African Americans in our nation and in New Hampshire. 

At the direction of the Board of Deacons, a Racial Justice Planning 

Committee has developed a plan to lead our congregation in this 
important study over the next 5 months.  Here is an outline of some of 
the initial offerings: 

“Race: The Power of Illusion” 
Wednesday evenings, Jan. 27, Feb. 3, Feb. 10, 7-8 PM – This is 

a 3-part PBS presentation from 2003 about race in society, 
science, and history 

 

“Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man” 
Sundays in February at 11 AM – During Black History Month, 

we’ll view these 15-minute videos with Emmanuel Acho, and 
we’ll discuss topics such as Black Lives Matter, white privilege, 

police accountability, and the role of religion in racism. 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Film Discussions, 7-8 PM 

Feb. 24 – Freedom Riders 
Mar. 3 – 13th 
Mar. 17 – Suppressed 2020: The Fight to Vote 
Mar. 24 – The Color of Fear 

 

Discussion of the book Caste by Isabel Wilkerson 
Sunday, Mar. 21, 11 AM - Arguably the most important book on 

race in America for our time, all members of First Church are 
strongly encouraged to read this book 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Acts 8:26-38 (NRSV) 

 

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go 

toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem 

to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and 

went.  

Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was 

returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah.  

29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and 

join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  

32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 

this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, 

does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 

else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  

36 As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He commanded the 

chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  

 


