
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Palm Sunday 

 
March 28, 2021 10:00am 

Preparation for Worship 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 

-Psalm 51:10 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT Terry Quinn 
 

 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE               Prelude on “Rhosymedre” 

 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
David L. Almond, organist 

My song is love unknown, / My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown / That they might lovely be. 
O who am I, / That for my sake 
My Lord should take / Frail flesh, and die? 

– Samuel Crossman (1623-1684) [The Pilgrim Hymnal, No. 169, stanza 1]  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Nick and Mason Kerr 
 Leader: Humble and riding on a donkey, 

 People: We greet you. 
 Leader: Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children, 
 People: We cheer you. 
 Leader: Moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors  
  of power, 

 People:  We salute you: Christ our Lord. 
 Leader: You are giving the beast of burden 

 People: A new dignity. 
 Leader: You are giving majesty 
 People: A new face. 
 Leader: You are giving those who long for redemption 
 People: A new song to sing. 
 Leader: With them, with heart and voice, we shout: 

 People: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
  name of the Lord! 

  
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”) 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS      Exodus 23:1-9     Jessi Quinn 
    Mark 11:1-11 Brenda Quinn 

 
HYMN       All Glory, Laud, and Honor  

 

SERMON      “A Heart for Justice” Rev. Crouch 
(Last in a Lenten sermon series “A Clean Heart and a Right Spirit”) 

 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING       My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Isaac Watts 
  Arr. Lloyd Larson 
  

     Melinda Wolfe, vocalist; Missy Dustin, pianist 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING        There Is a Balm in Gilead  Traditional Spiritual 
   Arr. Stephen Bulla 
 

                               Barb Shaltis, clarinet 

 
COMMISSION 

 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  
               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  

               calls us: 
 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 
BENEDICTION     

 



POSTLUDE                Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended                
              Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

David L. Almond, organist 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, / I do adore thee, and will ever 

pray thee, 

Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, / Not my deserving. 

– Johann Hermann, 1585-1647; Tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930 [The Pilgrim 

Hymnal, No. 163, stanza 4]  
 

    
 
 

 
Hymn: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
Theodulph of Orleans, (St. Theodulph) 
Tr. John M. Neale 
Melody by Melchior Teschner 
public domain 
 
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
Isaac Watts; arr. by Lloyd Larson 
the Lorenz Corp. 
ASCAP WORK id: 906295491 
 
There is a Balm in Gilead 
trad. spiritual; arr. Stephen Bulla 
Curnow Music Publishers 
ASCAP work ID: 880300867 
 
 
 

Thank you to Becky Thomas, Steve Thomas, Jen and Jeff Ellsworth, and 

Melissa Jones for leading us in the singing of “All Glory, Laud, and 
Honor.” 

 

Call To Worship from Common Order, Panel on Worship, Church of 
Scotland, 1994. 

 

 

Lenten Sermon Series: “A Clean Heart and a Right Spirit” 

 

February 21 – “A Heart for God” 

February 28 – “A Heart for Mercy” 

March 7 – “A Heart for Your Enemy” 

March 14 – “A Heart for Truth” 

March 21 – “A Heart for What Is Good” 

March 28 – “A Heart for Justice” 

March Stewardship Campaign 
“Caring, Connected, Committed” 

 
As of Friday, March 26, we have received 93 pledges totaling 

$186,114 toward our goal of $295,500. 

 
Your pledge is a promise of how much you are willing to give to First 

Church in the budget year 2021-2022 (July 1-June 30) to help us carry 
out the mission of First Church. 

 
Please submit your pledge card or email your pledge by Easter Sunday, 

April 4.   

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!! 

 
 

What Does it Mean to be a Racial Justice Church? April 7, 2021 

from 7-8 pm 
 

A panel discussion followed by a question-and-answer opportunity. The 
panel will include our own Rev. Dawn Berry; Rev. Renee Rouse, pastor 

of the Northwood Congregational Church, UCC, and co-chair of the 
Racial Justice Mission Group; and Kira Morehouse, member of the Racial 

Justice Mission Group and of Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, and 

a delegate to NHCUCC. During this time, we will seek to discuss and 
clarify the meaning of becoming a Racial Justice Church. We will 

consider how to become a church that moves away from myth, towards 

truth, away from harm, and towards justice and peace. 

 

New Book for Thursday Book Group  
 

Beginning Thursday, April 8, the Thursday Morning Book Group will 
begin discussing Heather McGhee’s The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs 
Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together.  We meet each Thursday 

at 9:30 AM via Zoom.  All are welcome.  Contact Gordon Crouch to join. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

Holy Week services will consist of recorded services for each Morning 
Prayer and Meditation service (Monday through Friday).  Morning Prayer 

and Meditation services will be emailed the prior evening so that you 

may view them as early as you like each day. 
 

Maundy Thursday (7:30 PM) and Easter Sunday (10 AM) will be Zoom 
worship services. 

 
The Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service will be an outdoor service at 155 

Putney Hill Rd at 6:30 AM as we have done in the past.  Rev. Reed Loy 

will preach the message. 
 

 
 

Easter Memorials 

 
As is our custom at this time of year, First Church invites you to 

memorialize a loved one by contributing to one or both of the funds 
listed below.  If you respond by April 1, we will list your memorial in the 

Order of Worship on Easter Sunday, April 4. 
 

FIRST CHURCH FAMILY PROMISE FUND – This is the First Church 

fund that Dawn Berry and Nancy Emery use to purchase gas cards, gift 
cards, special foods, blankets, sheets, and whatever may be needed to 

support the homeless families during our hosting week.  Because of the 
unique needs in this pandemic year, this fund is in need of replenishing. 

 

VALERIE HILL MEMORIAL NURSING SCHOLARSHIP FUND – This 
fund, named in memory of Bill Hill’s wife, Valerie, and sustained through 

individual donations taken up at Christmas and Easter, supports 
scholarships for Kenyan nursing students at the Kijabe College of Health 

Sciences. 

 
You may email the information below to Margaret Serzans in the Church 

Office at fcch@tds.net, and then mail in your check.  Or you may mail 
the information below along with your check.  Please make your check 

payable to First Congregational Church of Hopkinton. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
My memorial in the Order of Worship should read: 

 
In Memory of        

 

By         
 

I wish to contribute $    to the First Church Family 
Promise Fund 

 
I wish to contribute $    to the Valerie Hill Memorial 

Scholarship Fund 

 
Please indicate your NAME, ADDRESS, and TOTAL AMOUNT you are 

contributing. 
 

 

 
 

Friendly Kitchen Volunteers Needed!!! 
 

Please consider volunteering to cook and pack to-go dinners at  
the Friendly Kitchen in Concord. For the volunteers who have 

already signed up for March 24 and April 28, Thank you!!! 

 
Here is the current volunteer request: 

April 28, 2021 
5 more volunteers are needed. 

Time: 3:00 pm – 6:30 pm 

(Dinner Service:  5:00 pm – 5:45 pm) 
 

Please contact Susan Garofalo for more information 
 

Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fcch@tds.net


Exodus 23:1-9 (NRSV) 
 

Justice for All 

23 You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join 

hands with the wicked to act as a malicious witness. 2 You 

shall not follow a majority in wrongdoing; when you bear 

witness in a lawsuit, you shall not side with the majority so as 

to pervert justice; 3 nor shall you be partial to the poor in a 

lawsuit. 

4 When you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey going 

astray, you shall bring it back. 

5 When you see the donkey of one who hates you lying 

under its burden and you would hold back from setting it 

free, you must help to set it free.  

6 You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in their 

lawsuits. 7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the 

innocent and those in the right, for I will not acquit the 

guilty. 8 You shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the 

officials, and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 

9 You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart 

of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV) 
 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

11 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage 

and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of 

his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there 

a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If 

anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

immediately.’” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a 

door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of 

the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying 

the colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they 

allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus 

and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who 

went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10 

    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and 

when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 

late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 


