
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Earth Day Sunday 

 
April 18, 2021 10:00am 

Preparation for Worship 

Love all that has been created by God, both the whole and every grain 

of sand.  Love every leaf and every ray of light.  Love the beasts and the 
birds, love the plants, love each separate fragment.  If you love each 

separate fragment, you will understand the mystery of the whole resting 

in God. 
 

-Fyodor Dostoevsky 
 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

We Offer Praise to God 

 
PRELUDE                Fairest Lord Jesus Robert Hobby 

David L. Almond 

Fair are the meadows, / Fairer still the woodlands, / Robed in the blooming garb 

of spring: 

Jesus is fairer, / Jesus is purer, / Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

– Anonymous, 17th century (Pilgrim Hymnal, No. 227, stanza 2) 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Paula and Chris Demers 

 Leader: How wonderful are the works of God! 

 People: We give thanks and praise for the beauty of 
  creation. 
 Leader: God made all living things – animals, plants, and humans – 

and calls us to care for and protect them all. 

 People: As people of faith, we strive to care for all of 
creation. 

 Leader: God equips and empowers us to live as good stewards. 

 People:  Let us worship and praise God together! 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”) 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING        He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands 
                       Barb Shaltis, clarinet 

 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON      Genesis 1:20-31     Debbie Dyer-Quinn 
Paula Demers 

 

HYMN Morning Has Broken 
 

SERMON      “Love and Care for the Earth” Rev. Crouch 
 

 

Our Response to the Word 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING     Garden Song David Mallett 
  

 Vocals by Larry Shaltis (guitar) and Barb Shaltis (bass)  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

DOXOLOGY         

 

COMMISSION 
 Leader:   As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world, let  

               us remember the three great loves to which our faith  

               calls us: 
 People:   Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
                  with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
                  your neighbor as yourself; and love and care 
                  for the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 

BENEDICTION     

 
POSTLUDE              This Joyful Eastertide        Dutch Carol 

arr. Paul Bouman 
David L. Almond 

This joyful Eastertide away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow. 

Had Christ, who once was slain, / ne’er burst his three-day prison,  

our faith had been in vain. / But now hath Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, arisen. 

– George R. Woodward (1848-1934) 



 

    
 
 

 
Prelude: Fairest Lord Jesus  

Robert Hobby 

Music: Copyright © 2002, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, MN 

Text: PUBLIC DOMAIN 
 
He's Got the Whole World In His Hands 
traditional melody; arrangement by Jochen Rieger 
2004 Musikverlag: Klaus Gerth 
Schott Musik International 
accompaniment by Gerth studio musicians 
 
Hymn: Morning Has Broken 
Pilgrim Hymnal #38 
Eleanor Farjeon, Gaelic Melody (harmony vy David Evans) 
Public domain 
 
Garden Song 
composer: David Mallett, 1975 
copyright@2021 YourChords.com 
 

Postlude: This Joyful Eastertide  

Dutch Carol, arr. Paul Bouman 

Music: Copyright © 1972, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO 

Text: PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

Thank you to Larry Shaltis and David Almond for leading us in the 

singing of “Morning Has Broken.” 

 
 

Pastoral Care Ministry Team Forming 

 

During this particular pandemic season in our life together, we are given 

the opportunity to begin anew a visitation pastoral care ministry team. 

Caring Connections is seeking volunteers to connect with members and 

friends of FCC through visitation, phone calls or by sending written 

notes. Caring Connections is designed to be an expression of Christian 

love and concern to those in our church community who are 

homebound, in a nursing home or are facing a time of challenge. 

Training and support will be offered, with a timeline beginning after 

Easter. If this is a ministry that you would be interested in, contact 

Carolyn Keilig. 

Connecting God’s Word and God’s Love with Being a Racial 
Justice Church 

April 21, 2021 from 7-8 pm via Zoom 
 

Rev. Gordon Crouch, Rev. Dawn Berry, Rev. Jim Howard, and Rev. 

Richard Slater will discuss the references to race and oppression in 
theology and scripture. They will answer questions regarding the call for 

justice, peace, love, and compassion in the messages of the Bible. The 
panel will respond to questions and offer insight into their own journey 

as they have prayerfully considered what God calls us to be and what 
God calls us to do. 

 

 
Mission Board and Habitat for Humanity are looking for 

Volunteers! 
 

The Mission Board is looking for volunteers to help with various projects 

to rehab a home at 11 Flamingo Drive in Concord, NH.  Mark Tierney, one 
of the Mission Board members, is leading this project. There is a variety 

of opportunity to be involved.  From drywall to flooring, removing debris, 
and updating a bathroom and kitchen.  Experience is not necessary; simply 

the desire to help with the willingness to learn and roll up your sleeves. 
 

In addition, volunteers to provide food and drink to keep those hands-on 

folks nourished would be greatly appreciated.   
If you are interested in helping, please contact Mark Tierney and include 

the following pieces of information. 
What you would like to volunteer for: 

Any tools/other resources you may wish to use: 

Your availability: 
 

 
 

 

 
The Upper Room – May/June Issue 

 
The May/June issue of The Upper Room is available.  Let Margaret 

Serzans know if you would like a copy, and she will leave it on the Parish 
House porch for you. 

 

 
 

 



Blood Drive 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Great Hall 
354 Main St.  Hopkinton, NH 03229 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 
1:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Sponsored by St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
and the First Congregational Church of Hopkinton 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or click here to schedule 

an appointment. 

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes on the 

day of your appointment by visiting redcrossblood.org/rapidpass to 
complete your pre-donation reading and health history. 

1-800-RED CROSS |1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the 
Blood Donor App 

To volunteer on the day of the drive click here. 

 

 
“Know Your Neighbor” Interview on Church Website 

 
Ingrid Dinter hosts a meaningful interview with four school teachers 

from our church who share their experiences of teaching during the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  Please view it by going to our church website under 
“Fun & Fellowship” and clicking on “Know Your Neighbor.” 

 
 

Spring Sermon Series 

The Gospel of John: An Invitation to Abundant Life 
 

April 25 – “Leaning Into a Life of Faith” 
      John 1:43-51 

      Recorded Service/ 10 am Outdoor Service 
May 2 – “Filled with Peace, Power, and Purpose” 

      John 2:1-11 

      Sacrament of Communion 
      10 am Zoom Worship Service 

May 9 – “A Life of Loving Self-Sacrifice” 
      John 3:1-10 

      Recorded Service/ 10 am Outdoor Service 

May 16 – “Rewriting Our Stories” 
      John 4:3-15, 28-30 

      10 am Zoom Worship Service 

 
 

 

Genesis 1:20-31 (NRSV) 
 

 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 

of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 

the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 

birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of 

every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 

earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 

kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 

according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?order=DATE&range=05&zipSponsor=03229
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4fa4ae2ca6f49-redcross5


27 So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them;  

    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  

29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 

seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every 

beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 

was so.  

31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 

very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day. 

 


