
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

August 15, 2021  10:00am 

 

Preparation for Worship 

Every time I think of you, I thank my God. 

- Paul to the Philippians 1:3 (CEV) 

___________________________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We Offer Praise to God 

PRELUDE           Lord Jesus, Think on Me Healey Willan 
    (1880-1968) 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me, / And purge away my sin; 

from earth-born passions set me free, / And make me pure within. 

– Synesius of Cyrene (c. 375-430); tr. Allen W. Chatfield (1808-1896) (Pilgrim 

Hymnal, No. 313, stanza 1)  

     

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Jenny Mullins                                              

 Leader:   The time of gathering is here.   
 People: We have come from far and wide to offer our praise 
  for God’s goodness to us. 
 Leader: Let us open our hearts to God’s grace in our midst. 

 People: In the presence of God and one another, we are 
  made confident and strong. 
 Leader: In the presence of God and one another, we are loved and 

  made whole. 
 People: Help us, O Lord, to receive your gifts in gratitude 
  and to live lives of helpful service to others. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”)  
 
SACRED DANCE   This Gift            Glen James Hansard 

Heather Oberheim 
 

 

 
 

 We Hear God’s Word 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 1:1-11 Debbie Dyer-Quinn 

 
SERMON “…And Gratitude…” Rev. Crouch 
 (Sermon Series:  Parting Words) 
  

 
Our Response to the Word 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING Amazing Grace             John Newton 
 Jim Loft and Mike Metcalf  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING        How Can I Keep from Singing  
           Becky Thomas, Jen Ellsworth, Megan Ellsworth, 

 Lissa Jones, and Emily Jones 

 
*COMMISSION 

 Leader: As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world,   
                      let us remember the three great loves to which our  

  faith calls us: 

 People: Love the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
your neighbor as yourself; and love and care for 
the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE             Now Thank We All Our God Jan O. Bender 
    (1909-1994) 
 

Now thank we all our God / With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things hath done, / In whom his world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers' arms, / Has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, / And still is ours today. 

– Martin Rinkart (1586-1649); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) (Pilgrim 

Hymnal, No. 29, stanza 1) 

 

 
*All who are able may stand 

 



 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Rev. Crouch’s Final Sermon Series: “Parting Words” 

The Apostle Paul was a spiritual leader for a number of church 

communities, and he would frequently write them letters of support and 

guidance.  Sometimes he began these letters with the words, “To the 

saints at [such-and-such church],” and then he would end these letters 

with words such as “grace” and “love” and “peace.”  It is in this same 

spirit that Rev. Crouch shares his parting words with First Church in the 

month of August, as outlined below. 

 

August 1 – “To the Saints at First Church Hopkinton…” 

      Romans 1:7-12 

      Sacrament of Baptism 

      Sacrament of Communion 

 

August 8 – “…Blessings…” 

      Sacrament of Baptism 

     Matthew 5:1-10 

 

August 15 – “…And Gratitude…” 

        Philippians 1:1-11 

 

August 22 – “…And Joy” 

      8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

     Luke 15:11-32 

      Sacrament of Baptism 

      Picnic at Beech Hill Farm at Noon 

      Rev. Crouch’s Last Sunday 

 

August 29 – Guest Minister: Rev. Ken Boyle 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN THE LIVE STREAMING TEAM 

If you’re interested in helping out with broadcasting weekly services over 

the Internet, there are openings on the streaming team for those with 

an interest in how this works and a desire to help others in the church by 

allowing them to be part of the service when they cannot attend in 

person.  Training materials and support every step of the way makes this 

an opportunity where someone with casual experience with computers 

can learn at a reasonable pace and participate in the service in a unique 

way. 

 

DETAILS ABOUT GORDON’S LAST SUNDAY 

August 22 

Next Sunday, we will hold identical worship services at 8:30 am and 

10:30 am.  The 10:30 service is filled, but there are plenty of openings 

for the 8:30 service.  You must sign up to attend.  If you would like for 

us to sign you up or if you would like to confirm whether you are signed 

up, please contact the church office.  Choir and bell choir members 

should not sign up. 

Following the 10:30 service, all are invited to Beech Hill Farm for a “Send 

Off Picnic for the Crouches.”  There is no sign-up for this.  All are 

welcome. 

• Bring your own picnic lunch, utensils and beverage since COVID 

prevents us from sharing a potluck  

• Pack a beach chair or blanket to spread while you eat and meet, 

though there is some seating in the barn  

• Enjoy a gentle roasting of Gordon in a song sung by friends 

~~~some kind words will be spoken, too!  

• See a slideshow of two decades under Gordon’s leadership of 

First Church  

• Watch gifts presented to mark our love and appreciation for the 

Crouches  

• Savor some dessert from the Ice Cream Barn anytime during the 

festivities 


