
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

August 22, 2021  10:30am 

Preparation for Worship 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

For the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever, 

and God’s faithfulness to all generations. 

- Psalm 100:1, 5 

___________________________________________________________ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Offer Praise to God 

PRELUDE           Be Thou My Vision Charles Callahan 
    (b.1951) 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Ancient Irish; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

Versified by Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935 (Pilgrim Hymnal, No. 391, stanza  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                
 Leader:   We gather today to remember and celebrate how we have  
  been blessed in our shared ministry over all these years.   

 People: Blessed with community, with beauty, with 
  friendship, and with faith. 
 Leader: May all of that goodness wash over us this day, and may it 
  bring forth in us an abundance of gratitude, joy, and love. 

 People: In this time, let us thank God for all that we have  
  been given. 
 Leader: Let us worship and praise God! 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts”)  
 
BELL ANTHEM       Ring Joyous with the Sound       Arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (insert)   
Beatrice Ann Kirschner 

daughter of 
Brittany Hill Kirschner and Samuel Clarence Kirschner 

 

 

 We Hear God’s Word 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 15:11-32  

 
SERMON “…And Joy” Rev. Crouch 
 (Sermon Series:  Parting Words) 
 

   

Our Response to the Word 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

LITURGY OF FAREWELL (insert) 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision      Traditional Irish Melody 
 
*COMMISSION 

 Leader: As we go out to be the body of Christ in the world,   
                      let us remember the three great loves to which our  

  faith calls us: 

 People: Love the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your mind; love 
your neighbor as yourself; and love and care for 
the earth and all that dwells therein. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE A Parting Blessing    J. Jerome Williams 

 

*POSTLUDE             Praise to the Lord Hans Friedrich Micheelsen 
    (1902-1973) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, / Now to his temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration. – Joachim Neander (1650-1680); tr. Catherine 
Winkworth (1827-1878) (Pilgrim Hymnal, No. 15, stanza 1) 
 
 

*All Who Are Able May Stand 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given today in honor of Gordon  

and Robin Crouch’s many years of ministry, leadership, and 
friendship. 
 



A LITURGY OF FAREWELL 

Becky Ewing, Church Moderator 

Our church family is constantly changing.  People come and go.  

Babies are born.  Children grow up.  People commit themselves 

to one another.  Loved ones and friends among us come to the 

end of their lives.  Individuals move into our community and 

church life.  Others leave us, moving away to new places, new 

experiences, and new opportunities. 

It is important and right that we recognize these times of 

passage, of endings and beginnings.  Today we share the time 

of farewell with our Pastor who is leaving. 

On July 23, 2000, the First Congregational Church of Hopkinton, 

New Hampshire, United Church of Christ, called the Rev. Gordon 

L. Crouch to serve as Pastor and Teacher. 

Rev. Gordon Crouch 

I thank the First Congregational Church of Hopkinton, its 

members and friends, for the love, kindness, and support shown 

me these last 21 years. 

I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  I am grateful 

for the ways my leadership has been accepted.  As I leave, I 

carry with me all that I have learned here. 

The Congregation 

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and 

accept that you now leave to minister elsewhere.  We 

express our gratitude for your time among us.  We ask 

your forgiveness for our mistakes.  Your influence on our 

faith and faithfulness will not leave us at your departure. 

Rev. Gordon Crouch - I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting 

that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig, President of the NH Conference UCC 

Do you, the members and friends of the First Congregational 

Church of Hopkinton, release the Rev. Dr. Gordon L. Crouch 

from the duties of Pastor and Teacher? 

The Congregation - We do, with the help of God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig 

Do you offer encouragement for his ministry soon to begin as 

Pastor and Teacher of the Union Congregational Church in East 

Bridgewater, Massachusetts? 

The Congregation - We do, with the help of God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig - Do you, the Rev. Dr. Gordon L. Crouch, release this 

local church from turning to you and depending on you? 

Rev. Gordon Crouch - I do, with the help of God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig - Do you offer your encouragement for the continued 

ministry here and on the relationship with another who will come 

to serve? 

Rev. Gordon Crouch - I do, with the help of God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig 

On behalf of the New Hampshire Conference and the United 

Church of Christ, I witness to the words spoken: words of 

thankfulness, forgiveness, and release.  The member churches 

of our Association and Conference hold each of you in prayer.  

We pledge our support in the transitions signified in this service. 

The Congregation - Thanks be to God. 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig - Let us pray. 

The Congregation 

O God, whose everlasting love for all is trustworthy, help 

each of us to trust the future which rests in your care.  

The time we were together in your name saw our 

laughter and tears, our hopes and disappointments.  

Guide us as we hold these cherished memories but move 

in new directions, until that time to come when we are 

completely one with you and with each other.  In the 

name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 


