
The Festival of the Nativity  ~  The Story of Christmas 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome! It is a joy to celebrate the gift of God’s love in the birth of Jesus the Christ.  
 

Most carols will be sung by the choristers only. If the carol text is in ALL CAPS, you are 

welcome to sing along. Please silence all electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit.  
 

Prelude      
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle 

     Elizabeth, Corey, Charlie, Coco, and Cate Sides   
 

One: We gather to celebrate the birth of the One who is the light of the world.  

One: We light the candle of hope to remind us of the words of the prophets that God  

 would raise up a Savior for Israel and through him. all nations would be blessed.               

One: We light the candle of peace to remind us that the Prince of Peace came to  

 bring light to the world. 

One: We light the candle of joy to remind us of Good News so amazing that  

 sang about it to shepherds in their fields.  

One: We light the candle of love to remind us that God so loved the world  

 that whoever believes in this Child might have eternal life.  

One: We light the Christ Candle to celebrate his birth in our hearts once again!            

ALL:   Glory to God in highest heaven, and on earth peace to all!   
 

*Opening Carol   Joy to the World 
 

JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD IS COME: LET EARTH RECEIVE HER KING; 

LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM, AND HEAVEN AND NATURE SING, 

AND HEAVEN AND NATURE SING, AND HEAVEN AND HEAVEN AND NATURE SING. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let me their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks , hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

HE RULES THE WORLD WITH TRUTH AND GRACE AND MAKES THE NATIONS PROVE 

THE GLORIES OF HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WONDERS OF HIS LOVE, 

AND WONDERS OF HIS LOVE, AND WONDERS, WONDERS, OF HIS LOVE.  AMEN. 

First Lesson  Luke 2:1-7      Pastor Jill Small 
 

Choristers Carol  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings, 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” Amen. 
 

Second Lesson  Luke 2:8-16      
 

Choristers Carol            Away in a Manger 

Away in manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 

The stars in the sky look down where he lay, 

the little lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Meditation    Starry, Starry Night     
 

Third Lesson  John 1:1-14        
 

* Commission 

One You are the light of the world!  A town build on a hill cannot be hidden. 

ALL Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. They put it on its stand 

 and it gives light to everyone in the house. 

One In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

 good deeds and glorify God in heaven. 

 



* Sharing the Light  

Tip the unlit candle to the lit one.  After all have received the light, the organ will lead  

the closing carol. The final verse will be sung a capella. 
 

*Carol       Silent Night    

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar  Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar. 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 
 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT, ALL IS CALM, ALL IS BRIGHT 

ROUND YON VIRGIN MOTHER AND CHILD. HOLY INFANT SO TENDER AND MILD, 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE, SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE. 

 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT, SHEPHERDS QUAKE AT THE SIGHT, 

GLORIES STREAM FROM HEAVEN AFAR, HEAVENLY HOSTS SING ALLELUIA; 

CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN! CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN! 

 

SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT, SON OF GOD, LOVE’S PURE LIGHT 

RADIANT BEAMS FROM THY HOLY FACE, WITH THE DAWN OF REDEEMING GRACE, 

JESUS LORD, AT THY BIRTH, JESUS LORD AT THY BIRTH. 
 

*Benediction 
 

 

Today’s offering will be donated in its entirety to Family Promise of Greater Concord. 

You may leave your gift in a basket at the back of the Sanctuary. Thank you! 

 

Many the participants in this afternoon’s service! 

     [NAMES] 

 

 

The First Congregational Church of Hopkinton United Church of Christ 

www.firstchurchhopkinton.org     603.724.4235 
 

Please join us for worship in person or online at 10 a.m. every Sunday.  

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


